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Brulanguage 


Bruu (also spelled Bru, B'ru, Baru, Brou) is a Mon-Khmer dialect 
continuum spoken by the Bru people of mainland Southeast Asia. 

So and Khua are dialects.® 
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Names 


There are various local and dialect designations for Bru (Sidwell 
2005:11). 

■ So ~ So 

■ Tri (So Tri, Chali) 

■ Van Kieu 

■ Leu ~ Leung (Kaleu) 

■ Galler 

■ Khua 

■ Katang (not the same as Kataang) 

Distribution 


Bru 

Bruu 

Native to 

Laos, Vietnam, 
Thailand 

Ethnicity 

Bru, Katang 

Native speakers (300,000 cited 
1991-2006)W 

Language 

family 

Austroasiatic 

■ Katuic 


- West 


■ Brou-So 


■ Bru 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

Variously: 
bru - Eastern 

Bru 

brv - Western 

Bru 

sss — So 

xhv - Khua 

ncq - Northern 
Katang 

set - Southern 

Katang 

Glottolog 

broul236 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 

rg/resource/lan 

guoid/id/broul2 

36)t 2 ! 


The distribution of the Bru language spreads north and northeast from Salavan, Laos, through Savannakhet, 
Khammouane, and Bolikhamsai, and over into neighboring Thailand and Vietnam (Sidwell 2005:11). In 
Vietnam, Brau (Brao) is spoken in Dak Me, Bcf Y commune, Dak To District, Kon Turn Province.® 

Dialects 


Thailand has the following Western Bru dialects (Choo, et al. 2012). 

■ Bru Khok Sa-at^ of Phang Khon District and Ph anna Nikhom District, Sakon Na khon 
Province 



























■ Bru Woen Buek of Woen Buek (Wyn Buek), Ubon Ratchathani Province (more similar to 
Katang) 

■ Bru Dong Luang of Dong Luang District, Mukdahan Province 

The following Bru subgroups are found in Quang Binh Province (Phan 1998)J 6 ^ 

■ Van Kieu: 5,500 persons in Le Thuy District and VTnh Linh District (in Quang Tri Province) 

■ Mang Coong: 600 persons in Bo Trach District 

■ Tri: 300 persons in Bo Trach District 

■ Khua: 1,000 persons in Tuyen Hoa District 

Below is a comparative vocabulary of Van Kieu, Mang Coong, Tri, and Khua from Phan (1998:479-480),^ 
with words transcribed in Vietnamese orthography. 


Gloss 

Van Kieu 

Mang Coong 

Tri 

Khua 

one 

mui 

muoi 

muoi 

muoi 

two 

bar 

bar 

bar 

bar 

three 

pei 

pei 

pei 

pei 

four 

pon 

pon 

pon 

pon 

five 

Shang 

Shang 

t'shang 

t'shang 

hair 

sok 

sok 

sok 

sok 

eye 

mat 

mat 

mat 

mat 

nose 

lyu 

mu 

mu 

mu 

sky 

plang 

plang 

plang 

giang 

ground 

kute 

katek 

katek 

k'tek 

water 

dd 

dd 

dd 

do 

fish 

sia 

sia 

sia 

sia 

bird 

cham 

cham 

cham 

cham 

water buffalo 

trick 

trick 

trick 

trick 

cattle 

ntro 

tro 

tro 

tro 
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